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A Primary Report of Studies on Comparing Alfalfa Varieties
YU Shu-mei, FU You-yi, GENG Hui, et al.
(Animal Husbandry Branch, Academy of Agricultural Sciences of Jilin Province,
Gongzhuling 136100, China)

Abstract: Six foreign alfalfa varieties and four domestic alfalfa varieties were collected and their com-
pared in this experiment. The results showed that all tested varieties passed over winter safely in 2005. All
tested varieties were not significantly different in their height and growth rate. Foreign alfalfa varieties per-
formed much better in branch density and diameter, but there were not significant difference among most of
these test varieties. Fresh grass yields of domestic bred varieties were much higher than that of foreign vari-
eties. There were not significant difference in the hay yields between domestic bred varieties and foreign ones
with better performance. Leaf mass of all foreign varieties was significantly higher than that of domestic vari-
eties. In dry farming condition, the production performance of foreign varieties was not superior to that of do-
mestic varieties. Quality of foreign varieties was much better than that of domestic ones. It must be totally pro-
hibited to introduce and plant foreign varieties of alfalfa before their adaptability being understood clearly.
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