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Interleukin—18 and Inflammatory Bowel Disease
ZHANG Xue- li, ZHANG Feng, LIU Dong, Liu Ju- xiong*, WANG Wei
(Department of Theoretic Veterinary Medicine, College of Animal Science and Veterinary Medicine, Jilin
University, Changchun 130062, China)

Abstract: Interleukin- 18 (IL- 18) is a pleiotropic and pro- inflammatory cytokine. It is one of the
major cytokines that affect Th1/Th2 immune response imbalance, which plays an active role in
immunoregulation. Inflammatory bowel disease (IBD) is a chronic inflammation of intestinal, which is
characterized by abnormal immune reaction. Progress in the researches of IL- 18 and its relationship with
IBD was reviewed in the paper.
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