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Researches and Application of EMS Mutagenesis in Maize

Breeding in China
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Abstract: Ethylmethane sulphonate (EMS), an effective chemical mutagen, has widely been used in
mutation breeding of maize. EMS mutation method, has character of high mutation rate, has been an effective
tool in maize germplasm creation and improvement. The mechanism of EMS mutagenesis maize pollen, mu—
tation processing technology, characteristics of mutagenic offspring and its application in maize breeding
were briefly introduced in the paper.
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