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Theoretical Logic and Empirical Evidence of Rural Tourism Empowering Rural

Revitalization

LEI Zhenhua, YAO Nan*, SONG Wei

(Inner Mongolia University, Hohhot 010021, China)

Abstract: Based on provincial panel data from 2013 to 2023, this study uses the TOPSIS-entropy weight method
to measure the development level of rural tourism and the level of rural revitalization, and constructs a panel two-
way fixed effects model, a mediation model, and a moderation model to empirically test the impact of rural tourism
on rural revitalization. The results show that rural tourism can significantly promote rural revitalization, and this con-
clusion remains valid even after endogeneity tests and a series of robustness checks. The impact of rural tourism on
rural revitalization exhibits heterogeneity across regions and educational levels. Rural tourism can promote rural re-
vitalization through the non-agricultural employment effect, rural entrepreneurship effect, and industrial structure op-
timization effect. The level of marketization and consumption level can positively moderate the impact of rural tour-
ism on rural revitalization. To this end, policy implications are proposed, including promoting the high-quality devel-
opment of rural tourism, expanding the scale of non-agricultural employment in rural tourism, advancing innovation
and entrepreneurship activities in rural tourism, and optimizing the rural industrial structure.
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Table 1 Evaluation indicator system for rural revitalization
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Table 1 Continued
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Table 2 Evaluation indicator system for rural tourism
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Table 3 Variable descriptions and descriptive statistics

Sl A ¥(E bR PN R/ ME

Category Name Mean Standard deviation Maximum value Minimum value

Pl R e i ZRR% 1.449 0.231 3.015 0.792

fif R 2 ik 0.306 0.177 0.627 0.118

i As 2T A 11.409 3.005 18.201 7.126

WA AR 0.515 0.183 0.691 0.344

Hh XA 5t 0.881 0.429 0.930 0.102

W B 0.116 0.026 0.203 0.035
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Table 4 Benchmark regression results

At

S HL
Variable (1) (2) (3) 4) (5
RT 0.160"(2.01) 0.165"(2.42) 0.182"7(2.70) 0.215"(2.94) 0.223"(3.08)
PGDP 0.4037(3.25) 0.415"(3.31) 0.413"7(3.42) 0.420"7(3.49)
URB 0.1037(2.71) 0.1097(2.70) 0.1117(2.74)
TRA 0.245"7(3.08) 0.260"(3.11)
GOV 0.1447(2.90)
“HRO 1.694(3.28) 2.088"(3.50) 2.4997(3.48) 2.386"(3.59) 2.5097(4.41)
b DX 7 R = = 2= 2= =
P[] [ 52 28007 = = 2 = =
R 0.418 0.449 0.504 0.551 0.627

T e e il o3 B KR TE 10% 5% F1 1% B 35K T Bl s #4860 e, T,

Note: *, **_ and *** indicate significance at the 10%, 5%, and 1% levels, respectively; values in parentheses are ¢ values, the same below.
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Table 5 Robustness test results

sk P A MERG B « T AR B Fafd b o
Variable Endogeneity test: instrumental variables method Robustness test
RT RR Bl 4 e HomER s s 2 AE:Q(30) Sl Q(70)
RT 0.251"7(3.08) 0.240°(3.17)  0.2297(3.20)  0.1957°(2.98)  0.206"7(3.04)
L.RT 0.41977(3.12)
X b= b= = = s I=
R 0.612 0.609 0.622 0.653 0.618 0.624

4.3 REMERE

(13 X 53 P 4G 56 - 5 08 B AN [A] XS Y £ 4
PR 2K 22 5 03, R B R G0t Rdbr it 304
WFFEREART 23 D 2R R (AL A RS 11 LX) |
PR CLL PG | AR A 8 A s DX) R PG AR (DU 1T L 5 45 11
A ML DO BEAT AR R, RS R WK 6, 45RK
B, & FHIR X £ IR 2% B 52 0 77 78 1235 19 3 X
St TRPERRAE , 2 B 19 AR 18] PG 338 D6k A 38 A S )R o

Q) E SR AR B A S
R IR 2% % Jr w1 L SR S5 A O b
FE, LIARA 15 8 DL ESCH N H L B R A 80
3 73 MK R REA K 2y D R B K A MR EE
KA, IE R AT A, BRSO R LR 7, 45

R, 2 B e X 2 RTIR % 095 0 A7 1 2 35 /9 2
B K5 BUEARAE , £ AR I X i 20 K 41X
Z RS B e RO BT

5 BRI HH K I

51 ®WxRi&it

o T A R0 A A B S R R Ui X & A R 2%
A% AL, BRI .

M, =By +BRT, + > BX, +u +m, +&,

RR, =y, +v/M, +v,RT, +
ZY/XH +lu’i + 772 + 8it

*6 WMXRREKIELER
Table 6 Results of regional heterogeneity tests

5t AR HL X R X PEHHLIX
Variable Eastern region Central region Western region
RT 0.2937(3.08) 0.2017(2.79) 0.170(2.70)
X = 2 2=
[#] 7 R 2 2 2
R 0.493 0.442 0.517
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Table 7 Results of heterogeneity tests in education

5 A KA R H KFA
Variable High—education level group  Low—education level group
RT 0.2887(3.00) 0.176™(2.75)
X = 2z
[ 7 R b= =
R 0.541 0.503

(ke R VR BV cE e Y 3% AEZ NN
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Table 8 Results of the mediating mechanism test

. AL A 2 RN Pl S A AL
) Nonfarm employment effect Rural entrepreneurship effect Industrial structure optimization effect
Variable NR RR RR SN RR
RT 0.1737(2.96) 0.2527(3.28) 0.0957(2.87) 0.2397(3.06) 0.1277(2.73) 0.2417(3.15)
NR 0.088(3.03)
RE 0.11977(2.86) 0.3047(3.10)
SN
X YES YES YES YES YES
I8 7 A YES YES YES YES YES
R 0.496 0.338 0.341 0.510 0.352
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Table 9 Results of the regulatory mechanism test

A AKE- 55 R T PR 58,
Asfr Market=based level adjustment ~ Consumption level ad-
Variable effect justment effect
RR RR
RT 0.2417(3.20) 0.267"(3.34)
MA 0.074"(2.14)
MAXRT 0.155"(2.69)
CL 0.2217(2.93)
CLXRT 0.3047(3.02)
X YES YES
[#] 7 R YES YES
R 0.637 0.622
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